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The victory at Kulm was almost a complete
compensation to the allies for their great defeat at
Dresden. The French losses are estimated at
15,000, among them many generals and officers,
not to speak of cannon, trophies and standards.
Napoleon was struck as by a thunderbolt. One
would like to know if he remembered Marmont's
warning, that on the day when he thought to have
won a great victory he would receive news of
two defeats. " With the battle of Kulm," writes
a serious student of this period,1 " begins the chain
of unceasing misfortunes that was to lead him
through Leipzig to Elba, through Waterloo to
St. Helena." And another authority writes2:

Even the doubting Schwarzenberg began to be-
lieve now that the invincible one might after all be
conquered, the hard struggle begun be brought to a
good ending. So it is not saying too much to maintain
that on the heights of Nollendorf broke the dawn of a
better day.

The battle of Dennewitz fought against the
Northern Army on September 6th brought a loss of
25,000 more to the French; while around Dresden
itself provisions -had become so scarce that it was
impossible to provide sufficient nourishment for
the soldiers. The weather, too, had turned cold,
with much rain, and sickness became so prevalent
that there were being cared for in the hospitals

1 Friederich.

2 See Friederich, i., 560.